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UN Commission Calls for Increased Efforts to Promote Gender Equality

NEW YORK—After two weeks of intense negotiations, the 58th session of the Commission
on the Status of Women ended early Saturday morning with a strong call to prioritize
gender equality and the human rights of women in order to achieve sustainable
development.

The Commission was convened at the UN headquarters in New York to address the
challenges and achievements of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in improving
the lives of women and girls in developing countries. While the MDGs resulted in a
reduction of poverty in some respects, the goals furthest from being achieved are those
focused on women and girls—particularly on achieving gender equality and improving
maternal health. With the MDGs set to expire in 2015, the Commission's outcome document
will help shape priorities for the next global development framework.

Early on, DAWN provided visibility to strategic issues through the Official High Level
Roundtable on “Challenges and Achievements in the Implementation of MDGs for Women
and Girls” where Gita Sen gave a powerful speech about the future we want for our
daughters, as well as, two official side events, “Linking the ICPD with the MDGs and Post
2015 Development Agenda” and “Care and Sustainability Economy in the Post 2015 Agenda.
Two CSO registered outreach events made equally firm and strong statements. These were
the panels on “Gender, Sustainable Development, Climate Justice and Disaster Risk
Reduction and Response: Women from Asia and the Pacific on the Frontlines and on
“Lesbian, Bi and Trans Activism: Creative Strategies, Economic and Social Rights and Post
2015

Together with a solid and larger coalition of women's rights and feminists organizations the
DAWN team of Gita Sen, Cai Yiping, Nicole Bidegain, Noeleen Nabulivou, Corina Rodriguez,
Magda Lanuza, Monica Novillo, and Virisila Buadromo lobbied hard into the wee hours of
the morning, accompanying negotiators and CSO representatives on country delegations
that included DAWN members Claire Luczon and Gigi Francisco.

The Commission specifically called for a stand-alone goal on gender equality, a move that
was applauded by women's rights activists.

The Commission also stated that the post-2015 development agenda must include gender-
specific targets across other development goals, strategies, and objectives—especially those
related to education, health, economic justice, and the environment. It also called on
governments to address the discriminatory social norms and practices that foster gender
inequality, including early and forced marriage and other forms of violence against women
and girls, and to strengthen accountability mechanisms for women’s human rights.

The Agreed Conclusions reaffirmed the Cairo Programme of Action as well as the Beijing
Platform of Action, which called for investments in "quality comprehensive sexual and



reproductive health care" including emergency contraception, information and education,
safe abortion where allowed by law, and prevention and treatment of sexually transmitted
infections and HIV. Furthermore, the Conclusions called for the recognition of the human
rights of women to "decide freely and responsibly on matters related to their sexuality...
free from coercion, discrimination, and violence."

Member States today recognized that progress towards achieving the Millennium
Development Goals—which include eradicating poverty and expanding access to health
services such as reproductive health—has been held back due to persistent “unequal power
relations between women and men,” particularly discriminatory laws, social norms, and
gender stereotypes.

The governments expressed concern that several critical issues related to gender equality
were not adequately addressed by the MDGs, including violence against women and girls;
harmful practices such as early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation; women’s
and adolescents’ sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights; women’s and
girls’ disproportionate share of unpaid work, particularly unpaid care work; the gender
wage gap; women’s equal access to and control of resources including land; women'’s
inheritance rights; and women’s full participation in decision-making at all levels.

The Commission called for measures to ensure universal access to primary education,
especially for girls and vulnerable youth, as well as measures to strengthen the ability of
women to participate in formal and informal labor sectors. The governments also called for
efforts to ensure that women'’s rights and health obtain the prominence they deserve in the
next global development framework.

Women'’s health and rights organizations applauded governments who stood up for the
rights of all individuals to live free of violence, discrimination, and barriers to accessing
sexual and reproductive health services, particularly for girls. However, advocates
expressed disappointment that a small minority of conservative governments spurred on by
the Holy See—which holds special observer status at the UN—held up negotiations by
objecting to concepts as fundamental as gender and the human rights of women throughout
the two weeks of negotiations.

In particular, advocates noted that, despite a 20-year legacy of UN prohibition of
discrimination and violence based on sexual orientation and increasingly on gender
identity, government delegates gave in to pressure to exclude recognition of these violations
in the final agreed conclusions.

After a difficult negotiation, there is much to celebrate in the CSW Agreed Conclusions
which women’s rights organizations and feminists must move forward in the upcoming
CPD.



